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A Word From Richard
Greetings my friends.




Walked into Glen Callater on the other side of the Spittal of Glenshee with the Level 3 folk as part of last weekend’s Junior Leader Training Programme.  Beautiful – strong sunlight reflecting off the snow-covered valley sides, the largest flock of grouse ever that wheeled overhead for a good couple of minutes, the pair of white hairy horses at the bothy at the end of the iced-over loch, the fragmented iceblocks on the path and the frozen banks and rocks in the burn, the sharp air all adding to the sense of being placed in some majestic work of art. And the best bit was seeing the half a dozen mini-herds of deer grazing on the hillsides sometimes only about 500+ metres away from us. For Fraser, now aged 18 and me, it bought back fantastic memories from over 3 + years ago:  near the Compass Centre, watching a herd of 200 plus deer walking away and up and across from us through the snow no more than 400 metres up the track we were following. It took ages for them to disappear into the landscape. Seen but not heard. Instantly recalled. Both vivid pictures.

Got to thinking together about Christmas this weekend – the stupendous spectacle of the event – shepherds, a lit-up night sky, spiritual beings becoming visible, the anthemic arena+plus music, hillsides and a hovel, a family in the middle of a drama that was both expected and also extra-ordinary, confusion and peace, desperation and joy, awkwardness and fulfillment – on so many levels : both a pop-art photomontage and a detailed statement like some Early Renaissance painting.   Not being a Victorian, I found myself asking how many shepherds arrived with how many sheep?

You know the picture – probably Christmas carol style – and yet, full of a raw beauty – and as in the best primary school productions, with everything having its place and with a sort of an ‘everything-coming-together’ energy about it. (Let’s have a Reality Adventure and check out the detail of the nativity on the façade of the Church of the Holy Family in Barcelona sometime).

I think that this weekend was a bit of a 21st Century replay of the scene – a mixed bunch of us sitting around on the Saturday evening talking about this incredible 1st Century drama we were beginning to visualize – full of questions and confusion, some real doubts and also some real certainties, different ages and generations of understanding and experiences, conversations about the implications for us and the falling away of concentration when frail minds began to slow down by the overload of but-but-but questions …………

There is an incredible picture that GOD is painting.  Its final glory is described as a Revelation but there have been a number of draft sketches (so to speak) in the preceding history. This concluding canvas was birthed by GOD’s awesome creativity.  More (?) amazingly, we find ourselves placed there – both as spectators on the hillside (grazing or caring) and as ‘lively’ participants. (Now my head is really hurting!).  This is Reality at work* : something to admire, to become captured by, to rejoice with, to be present in and to be adoring of.

May this be for you all this Christmas-tide.


Richard

* for those who have joined us since 2006, this was how we were christened.  

PRAYER DIARY 

DEC & JAN 2011
Week 18th -  24th December

· Chris has been working with us as the Young Persons’ Link Up Worker since October.  We thank GOD for him and his very resourceful work over this short period. On Monday we will jointly appraise this and prayerfully look to the future developments of this role.

· Member Dave Roberton (our new Treasurer from March) has once again kindly completed the necessary prelim audit.  We shall be taking these into our usual independent examiners this week for their approval / confirmation and authorisation of the end of year accounts for the next Annual Report.  We do thank GOD for supplying our every need – financial, prayer and personnel support.  Truly wonderful.

· There is also a JLTP leaders’ planning meeting on Monday evening and we appreciate your prayers as we – Jamie, Mandy and bump, Chris, Pamela and Richard – evaluate what’s been happening with this group and plan the future weekends away.  (See newsletter part 3)

· On Tuesday after school, Chris and Catriona will be taking the Meet ‘n Eat group for a Christmas visit to play crazy golf at Xcape, Glasgow!!  Please pray that they will have a good time together and be encouraged to make their new friendships stick outside of this group meeting. 

· On Thursday, Richard is attending Geilsland C of S Residential School, Beith for their end-of-term thanksgiving and prize giving service.  Please pray that the friendship with the school will be able to be translated to a new development of partnership in our work together. 

· From this day, 22nd Dec., the office is closed until January 4th. 

· Please pray for those of us travelling around the country (and afar) to meet up with family and friends during this break.  Please pray for good journeys, good meetings and good renewals!! (Sounds like Christmas is coming).

Week 25th - 31st December

· During this week – where the emphasis is of GOD meeting people – may we simply suggest that you remember in prayer the following:

· the many young people who have been away on camps with us this year – at weekends and for the holiday weeks. A significant number have been away for a number of repeat visits and we pray that their lives have been significantly changed by Almighty GOD’s grace. We pray that GOD will come into their lives by His Spirit and grow these young people into His ways for themselves, their families and their communities.

· the great bunch of volunteers who have accompanied and given much of themselves to these young people at camps this year.  Pray that GOD will refresh them and reward them with a greater measure of His power, compassion and wisdom. 

· please pray for the great need we have many more volunteers to befriend these young people.  Ask GOD to send us a new large cohort of those willing to give up so much for the benefit of others – and in doing so, will receive His blessing.

· In all of this, thank GOD for sending His Son, our LORD Jesus, the Christ who came to serve us,to live and give his life for us that we might live for Him and so serve others. Thank you.

Week 1st -  7th January

· During this time – where the emphasis is of GOD meeting people – may we simply suggest that you remember in prayer the following:

· pray for Chris leading the New Year Houseparty at Nethybridge during this week, that GOD will bless and use him in the teaching sessions, in the one-to-one conversations and in the prayers.  Pray that he and his family will enjoy the break and be refreshed in this time away together.  Pray that those  attending this major event will met with GOD and find their lives changed with deep gratitude.

· for the Trustees who have committed themselves to serve GOD through Reality for a  three year period, taking responsibility under Him for this marvellous work which He has begun.  Pray for their wisdom, strength and protection as they guide us into what has been described as a ‘force 9 gale’ over the next year.

· pray please for the staff – Graeme and his  wife Emily with Ruth up in the Highlands; Chad, Mary and Lauchlan; Chris Gayle, Matthew and Callum; Denise, Derek and Abigail; Richard and Fran – all based at Dean House.  Pray that “Emmanuel “- GOD with us -  will become real in their individual lives in a new way this Christmas, bringing peace, healing, new life and joy – and in us all, His new hope for 2012.

· pray please for the future plans and  finance required for this next year.  It’s very simple : this is GOD’s work which He has commissioned.  Pray for His Spirit to be with each of us and for His resources to become available for us in His time.  
· On Wednesday, we return – ready for a very very busy term.  Please pray that GOD will prepare us as a team for this.

· Please pray for Graeme and Ruth restarting their home and churches’ visits this week as they begin the process of introducing young people into the Reality progression towards weekends away and to recruit volunteers, both of which are key emphases of their week in this next month.

Week 8th - 14th January

· On Tuesday, we are at a meeting at Lenzie Academy with one of the team Principal Teachers regarding our holding preparatory sessions with students ready for a weekend away.  The school will be facilitating this.  Please pray that we shall have a good meeting for this future development which is on the lines of our present work at Perth Academy.

· Please pray for Chris and Richard as they begin his preparations for the Junior Leading Training Programme away this weekend.  

· Please pray for Chris as he commences his home visit programme to prospective Easter camp participants from Perth Academy.  Pray that he will be receive a positive welcome to this offer for these young people to attend.

· On Thursday Richard is running a training session for new volunteers at Inverness.  Please pray for a good response from those attending this evening.

· This weekend Chris, Many, Jamie and Richard are with our new cohort in the next stage of the JLTP at Compass.  Please pray for Emma, Meagan, Cara, Ross and Cameron that they will become more aware of the demands of attending this programme and begin to ‘shine’ a little in their participation.  Pray for those taking the TTI sessions, the quality of conversations and learning discussion we shall be having this weekend.  Please ask GOD to ‘shine the light ‘ in all our lives at this time.

MAY GOD GIVE YOU AND YOURS A NEW UNDERSTANDING AND JOY THIS CHRISTMAS;

MAY HIS PEACE BE WITH YOU ALL;

MAY HIS HOPE LIGHTEN UP YOUR LIVES.

MAY JESUS BY HIS SPIRIT BE WITH YOU AND SO BLESS YOU PROFOUNDLY.
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Visit www.suscotland.org.uk/equippedtotransform for more.





Still haven’t found what I’m looking for 





We need a couple of folks who will assist Chris’ team on weekends away at various locations next year with 2 small groups – the new Junior Leaders Training Programme and the Advanced Level 3 group.  





Each group (4 or 5 young people aged 14 +) has about 5 weekends away until the end of May, which combines a couple of outdoor activities (see Richard’s newsletter) with a couple of ‘leadership engagements / learning stuff’. This is all mixed in with helping them to grow up through quality relationships with some adults who see and want to grow their potential.  A real mixture of FUN and WOW.  Please call Richard NOW if you want to get more details.  





It’s becoming urgent, so please


get in touch if you’re up for it.














Christmas  2011
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Equipped to Transform 2012 aims to equip and inspire churches to build inclusive communities that welcome and value disadvantaged children and young people.


The guest speaker will be Andy Matheson, International Director for Oasis, and will run seminars on topics such as:


Getting church-based young people out of their comfort zone to engage in the real world around them 


Engaging young people in your community through sport ...and many more.





Come visit Reality at the


Glasgow Exhibition, 18 February, 2012
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 www.rawscotland.org.uk
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Do you prefer


figs or dates? 





________________________________________________________________________________





Now’s the time to open up those new diaries and wall charts you’ve received and make a note of the following offers and requests.





Call to Prayer


Tuesday, 31st January





Please book in this date when the Reality staff, Trustees and members of the Reality 100 Club will be meeting at Dean House at 7.15 until 9.00pm. This is very simply about the future of Reality work. 





It arises out of the Reality Business Plan for the next 2 years, the new Board, possible new avenues of operations and the necessary funding. It is about making sure, as an organisation with such wonderful supporters as yourselves - "this large crowd of witnesses around us (Hebrews 12:1)" - that we are moving together in the spiritual direction that GOD leads us into. 





Please book out this special time of prayer for Reality.  May we suggest that you and some Reality friends, volunteers and supporters, perhaps from church could meet together to pray specially with and for us at this time at your place. We will be sending out some helpful materials with the next newsletter and it will be available on the website.
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Call to Prayer


Conferences


Junior Leader Team








Reality Photo


Caption Contest





The winner of the Reality Camps Photos Caption Competition has decided to remain anonymous until their guest appearance on “the X factor”. The winning lines were song titles, obviously reflecting age and taste: 





Photo 1 “Cool for cats”





Photo 2 “Everybody needs somebody to love”





Photo 3 “Yellow submarine”





Photo 4 “Who’s going to ride your white horses?”








Do you know who sang these songs?








Reality Adventure Works


in Scotland Ltd


Dean House    65 Kirkintilloch Road   Lenzie    G66 4LD


Tel: 0141 777 7656


Fax: 0141 777 7668


Charity No. SCO23065  Company No. 304668
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